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Introduction 

Hello students! Today we will be exploring various traditional rhythmic 
styles of songs from different cultures around the world!
We will be taking a musical journey to Polynesia and Latin America as 
we delve into two songs, ‘Tongo’ and ‘Oye Como Va.”
Get ready to learn and feel the different types of rhythms that are 
traditionally found in this music through chanting, drumming and 
improvisation!



Song 1: ‘Tongo’

‘Tongo’ is a traditional 
Polynesian folk song. Usually 
sang as a “work song” in a 
canoe to help keep people 
rowing in rhythm with each 
other!



Rhythm Pattern for ‘Tongo’



Song 2: ‘Oye Como Va’
‘Oye Como Va’ is a popular Latin Rock song 
originally written by Tito Puente in 1963 and later 
popularized by Santana.
This piece employs the latin rhythm of the 
‘Cha-Cha-Cha’
Syncopated polyrhythms make for a great exercise 
and challenge to feel the micro-beats overlapping 
simultaneously as well as feeling where the natural 
rhythmic accents are in this specific style of music!



Rhythm Patterns of the traditional ‘Cha-Cha-Cha’

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7ATTjg7tpE


To Wrap It All Up

I hope that you all enjoyed our journey exploring different rhythmic 
patterns from across the globe! Thanks for participating! 


